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THE PASSING OF TWO THOREAUVIANS 


It is my sad duty to record here the death of 
two great Thoreauvians in the past few months. On 
Sunday, October 6, 1946, death came to Mr, Allen 
French of Concord, Mass. Those of us who have vise 
ited Concord frequently and all those who have ever 
attended the annual meetings of our society in Con- 
cord will long remember the tall, distinguished 
figure, the heart-warming smile of Mr. French who 
was ever present when his beloved Thoreau was be- 
ing honored. Those of us who helped in the crea- 
tion of the Thoreau Society will always remember 
that without Mr. French's constant help and en- 
couragement, our society would never have come into 
being, for he it was who attended to all the bother- 
some little details of arranging that first meeting 
in Concord in the summer of 1941. From the time of 
that first meeting, he was both a member and an of- 
ficial of our soriety, serving as vice-president or 
member of the executive committee, His home on 
Nawshawtuct Road was a mecca for all students of 
Thoreau and of Concord, And the many books and 
pamphlets which poured forth from his desk have 
already taken their places among the vital source 
material of Americana, He will be greatly missed 
in all future activities of our society just as he 
is in all the life of the little town of Concord, 

Just as this bulletin goes to presSs comes word 
of the death in Brewer, Maine, on December 31, 1946, 
of Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm., Mrs, xckstorm was 
well-known among all students of Thoreau as the fore 
most authority on Thoreau's excursions to the Maine 
Woods, We have frequently reviewed her books and 
quoted from her writings in these bulletins. And 
it will be a constant source of regret to all 
future students of the subject that her death came 
before she was able to produce her long-projected 
definitive edition of The Maine Woods. 


* * * * 


JOTTINGS 


E, E, Leisy, professor of English at Southern 
Methodist University, writes that "My students in 
the Survey of American Literature are all required 
to read Walden, Most of them hand in a heavily an- 
notated copy of the book with final judgments on 
the fly-leaves,." 

We have heard of babies, of bookstores, of 
publishing houses, of farms, and of newsletters 
named after Thoreau or Walden, But now James Radke 
calls to our attention the fact that Rose wilder 
Lane, the novelist, has named her dog "Henry David 
Thoreau," 

For those of you who have been eager to study 
in full detail the results of Roland Wells Robbins' 
excavations at the site of Thoreau's cabin on Wal- 
den Pond, we are happy to announce that Mr, Rob- 
bins will bring forth a book on his discovery in 
mid-February. The volume which will contain eight- 
een thousand words of text and twenty-six photo- 
graphs will sell for $2.50 and may be ordered now 
from Mr, Robbins, R.F.D., Concord, Massachu- 
setts, 


LOUISA MAY ALCOTT RECALLS. HiR FRIEND 


We are indebted to Miss Madeleine B. Stern of 
New York City for calling our attention to this for- 
gotten brief recollection of her childhood friend 
Thoreau by Louisa May Alcott in Merry's Museum for 
March, 1869, The magazine was a popular publica- 
tion for children of the time and in it Miss Alcott 
edited the monthly column “Merry's Monthly Chat 
with His Friends," 
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New bonnets are usually the first 
! harbingers of spring in the city; 
and we should have to take season 
on trust, if the parks did not give 
us glimpses of sprouting crass, and 


Goon-ny to winter; for, accord- allow the children the rever-failing 
ing to the heavens, the swallows, delight of finding the first dande- 
wild-geese, and ofd hunters. spring lien. A little friend of ours, .who 
is coming early this year, which is had been told that, though the 
pleasant news tor everyone. Tho- flowers died in the autumn, they 
reau, the Concord hermit, who would come up as beautiful as ever 
lived by himself in the woods, used inthe spring. lost her baby sister, and 
to come smiling up to his neigh- some time after was found sitting 
bors, to announce that the bluc- by the littl grave with a face full 
birds had arrived, with as much of hope and expectation. On bein, 
interest in the fact as other men asked why she was there, she said, 
take in messages by the Atlantic with an air of innocent faith: “ Oh, 
cable. On certain days, he made ['m waiting for baby to come up 
long pilgrimages to find be planted her last winter; but 

; . . prett 

“ The sweet rhodora in the wood,” ae —_ oe se «4 = 
welcoming the lonely flower like a garden It took a long time to 
long-absent friend. He gravely in- teach her the truth; and she was 
formed us once, that trogs were much grieved, because baby would 
much more confiding in the spring, not sprout visibly, and blossom 
than later in the season ; for then, ain on the little green bed where 
it only took an hour to get well she had slept se long 
ac quainted with one of the speckled 
swimmers. who liked to be tickled 
with a blade of grass, and would 
feed from his hand in the most 
sociable manner. 

a * * — 


NEW FROM THE LOCAL GROUPS 


At the annual meeting last July, it was sug- 
gested that a series of brief articles on the his- 
tory of the various local Thoreau groups be includ- 
ed in the bulletin. We are happy then to print as 
the first of this series the following note by 
George Winthrop Lee on the Concord Thoreau Group, 
the only group older than the national society it- 
self: 

"The Concord Thoreau Group was started in 1936, 
meeting one evening a month for the period from 
October through May. Soon we made it the custom to 
meet the third Sunday evening of the month, with 
varying degrees of collation after the program. Un- 
til about three years ago, the method was to read 
aloud in turn from the book Walden, and after fin- 
ishing with that book some of the other writings as 
selected by Brooks Atkinson and published in the 
Modern Library. An Emerson Group had been started 
in Concord on January 11, 1936, which met the first 
Sunday evening of each month, As the demand for 
Emerson fell off, it was decided three or four years 
ago to combine these with the other Concord authors 
into what is unofficially called the Concordian 


(Continued on third page) 
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THOREAU AND MUSIC 


We are very much indebted to Mr. Charles Ives 
of West Redding, Conn, for permission to reprint 
from his privately printed volume of compositions 
114 SONGS this musical portrait of Thoreau. we 
hope that it will not only give you a new approach 
to an appreciation of Thoreau but that it will also 
serve to better acquaint you with one of the great- 
est composers living today--a man altogether too 
little known and too little honored in his own 
country. When his "Concord Sonata" was performed 
in New York City some years ago, it was hailed by 
the music critic of the New York HERALD TRIBUNE as 
the greatest piece of music yet composed in Ameri- 
ca, We cannot pretend to be music critics but we 
do know that when we heard John Kirkpatrick play 
the sonata several years ago, we were thrilled as 
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we have been by few other pieces of music. 

Mr, Ives writes that the sonata, which has 
been out of print for years, will soon be issued 
in a second edition, We are also told that a re- 
cording of it will soon be released by one of the 
major companies, Mr. Ives has also written a pro- 
vocative little volume entitled ESSAYS BEFORE A 
SONATA to accompany the music, The chapter to ac- 
company the third (or "Thoreau") movement is one 
of the most stimulating essays we have read. It 
is unfortunate thet the little volume is so rare 
that few will be able to add it to their libraries. 

We might add that so far as we know there is 
only one other musical composition concerned with 
Thoreau--Daniel Gregory Mason's"Chanticleer Over- 
ture." We heve just heard too that there is now a 
string quartet at Cornell University which calls 
itself the Walden Quartet. Quite appropriately it 
includes some of Mr. Ives' music in its repertoire. 








NEW FROM THE LOCAL GROUFS 

(Continued from first page) 
Group, now meeting the third Sunday of the month, 
with a varied program and a departure from reading 
regularly in turn. At present the program is de- 
cided upon by a rotating committee of three, with a 
tendency to have special individual assignments one 
meeting ahead," 

Mr. Wallace Conant writes that the Concordian 
Group now plans a field trip to be held next May or 
June on which the members will visit such Thoreau 
sites as the unmarked grave of Sir William Goffe 
(mentioned in Walden), the site of the pencil fac- 
tory in Acton, and the twin boulders in the Con- 
cord River, 

The New York Thoreau Fellowship has announced 
the ene program for this winter's monthly 
meetings: October, readings from the Collected Poems 
of Henry Thoreau; November, Rella Ritchell on “Con- 
temporary Opinions of Thoreau"; December, Leonard 
Kleinfeld on “Thoreau: The Naturalist"; January, 
Frank Chodorov on "Thoreau: Anti-Statist"; and 
February, Clayton Hoagland on "Thoreau: The Literary 
Man." The New York group also announces that it is 
selling copies of the Edwin Way Teale edition of 
Walden (reviewed elsewhere in this bulletin) and 
the profits from the sale will be turned over to 
the Thoreau Memorial Fund. Copies can be ordered 
through Leonard Kleinfeld, 150 Nassau Street, New 
York, Mr. Kleinfeld also has on hand copies of 
Thoreau's “Civil Disobedience" for 25¢. 

The Chicago Thoreau Group held a meeting on 
September 30, 1946, at which their vice-president, 
Fred Squires spoke on "The Meani of Thoreau To- 
day," and one on November 25, 1946, at which Dr, 
Jack Sheridan spoke on "If Thoreau Came to Chica- 
Go. 
te * * 
SUGGESTIONS WANTED 


* 


Once again we would like to call your atten- 
tion to the fact that we would like sug.estions 
for the inscription to be placed on the Thoreau 
Society marker to be erected at the site of the 
Walden Pond hut discovered by Roland Robbins. The 
inscription must be brief, to the point, and in- 
clusive. Won't you mail your suggestions in ona 
penny postal to the secretary and he will see that 
they are forwarded to the appropriate committee? 

os * — 


ADDITIONS TO THE THOREAU BIBLIOGRAPHY: NOTES AND 


REVIEWS 
Anon, "Walden Pond-- A Century after Thoreau Lived 
There." NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE. Sept. 18, 
1938. A page of rotogravure photographs. 


"“concord's Best Skater." NEW YORK 


one ted Another "After 


TRIBUNE. Dec. 19, 1946. 


reading Thoreau" sonnet. 
ouctmmmane Helen. “Do What You Love." ATLANTIC 
MONTHLY, CLXXVIII (November, 1946),74. <A poem. 


"Thoreau and the Farmers of Concord." CHI- 
CAGO TRIBUNE, December 8, 1946. A poem, 
. The Same. DR, JOHNSON'S WATERFALL AND 


OTHER POEMS, Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, 1946, 


- 20, 

evuittente Bartholow V., Kern, Alexander C., and 
Needleman, Morriss H. AN OUTLINE-HISTORY OF 
AMERICAN LITERATURE, New York: Barnes & Noble, 
1945. 323pp. 

Somehow we missed this volume when it first ap 
peared, but we do want to take time to review it 
now. For those of you who are building up 4 small 
library of Thoreauana, this is an almost indispens 
able volume--and,fortunately, it is very inexpen- 
sive ($1.25). Just as ite title suggests, it is an 
outline survey of American literature, But it is 
quite different from the usual superficial outline 
text. It covers the field very thoroughly and is 
crammed full of facts so arranged that they are 
easily available for reference. Do you want to 
know the biographical facts abovt Thoreau's friend 


Jones Very or the bibliography of his companion 
Ellery Channing, they are here, The pages on Tho- 
reau himself are exceedingly well-done and ihe 
Thoreau bibliography in the appendix is the most 
up-to-date we have seen. This handy little volume 
should save you many trips to the reference libra- 
ry. 


Guilfoil, Kelsey, "The Thoreau Cultists--are They 
Insane?" CHICAGO TRIBUNE. December 1, 1946. A 
diatribe against Thoreauvians, reprinted from an 
issue of the Chicago Boswell Club publication, 
THE RAMBLER, where it was issued under 
“Allergy to Thoreau.” This article sig Rn 
briefly . the following letters in the TRIBUNE: 
December 8, 1946 by’T. Longbaugh, Clara Edmunds 
Hemingway, and B.G.; December 15, 1946 by R. L. 
Hanson; and on December 29, 1946 by F. A, Tamor- 
gana, For a lenghhier answer, see Harding, Wal- 
ter. "A Defense of Thoreau," 

Harding, Walter, "Aa Defense of Thoreau." 
TRIBUNE. December 1, 1946, 
Mr. Guilfoil's article, 

- "Thoreau." THE WORD 
VIII (Oct., 1946), 21. 
a social philosopher, 

- "Thoreau and the Negro." NEGRO HISTORY 

ULLETIN., October, 1946. On Thoreau's life- 
long fight for the Negro's freedom. I have a 
number of extra reprints of this article and 
would be happy to send them to anyone interested 
. a - oye if any other members of the 

ociety who ve extra reprints of any of 
publications on hand would let me eae 80 + 
other members might obtain them for their files 

Hoeltje, Hubert H, "Thoreau as Lecturer." NEW r 
ENGLAND QUARTERLY, XIX (December, 1946), 485- 
494, The first detailed study of Thoreau as a 
lecturer with much new information concerning 
his appearances before the Salem Lyceum in par- 
ticular, 

Hyman, Stanley Edgar. "Henry Thoreau in Our Time," 
ATLANTIC MONTHLY, CLXXVIII (Nov., 1946), 137-146 
An extremely provocative interpretation of Tho- 
reau's writings with much on his supposed use of 
symbolism, 

Kane, Henry THOREAU'S WALDEN. Reviews: Canby, 

Henr eide SATURDAY REVIEW ; 5 
Nove 23. 1836 ; 0.0. BOSTON POST. ben’? RE 1946; 
Teale, Edwin Way. NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE, 

Sept. 22, 1946. 

Kreymborg, Alfred. MAN AND SHADOW: AN ALLEGORY, 
New York: Dutton, 1946. A long poem with fre- 
quent mention of Thoreau, particularly on pp. 
171-172. 

Leavitt, H. Walter. KATAHDIN SKYLINES. Orono, Me,: 
Univ, of Maine Press, 1942 (Revised 1946), 99pp. 
Maine Technology Experiment Station Paper No.40, 
A detailed discussion of Mabne's highest moun- 
tain with much new material on Thoreau's excur- 
sions there, 

Longstreth, T. Morris. "Allen French: An Apprecia- 
tion," CONCORD JOURNAL. October 10, 1946, 
beautiful tribute to a great Thoreauvian, 

_____. “The Three Thousand Mile Shelf." CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE MONITOR, November 26, 1946. A sugges- 
tion that the United States Congress republish 
some of the great classics of American litera- 
ture in order to get them back into print and 
that Thoreau's Journals in particular be one of 
the first of these. 

N., M.S. “Reminiscences of an Unofficial Guide." 
CONCORD JOURNAL, October 10, 1946, Recollee- 
tions of serving as a guide to the Thoreau sites 
in Concord sixty years ago. 

Oliver, Sgbert 3S. "Melville's Picture of Emerson 
and Thoreau in 'The Confidence-Man.'" COLLEGE 
ENGLISH, VIII (Nov., 1946), 61-72. An identifi- 
cation of Egbert in Herman Melville's novel as 
Thoreau, 

____. . "A Second Look at ‘Bartleby.'" COLLEGE 
ENGLISH, VI (May, 1945), 431-439. an identifi- 
cation of the central figure of this short story 
by Herman Melville as Thoreau. 


CHICAGO 
A lengthy reply to 
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O'Malley, Charles J. “Wreck at Cohasset Recalled." 
BOSTON POST. October 8, 1946. The story of the 
wreck of the brig St. John which Thoreau de- 
scribed in Cape Cod, telling of the location of 
the graves of the victims, 

Robbins, Roland Wells. .“Discovery at Walden.” N. 
d.,n.p., 4pp. A brochure announcing lectures by 
the discoverer of the hut site, 

Sanborn, Kate. "Bachelor Authors as Types."_ in 
MY FAVORITE LECTURES OF LONG AGO, Boston: Pri- 
vately printed, 1898. Thoreau described as a 
typical bachelor author, pp. 75-77. 

Scutch, Alexander F, "Backward--or Forward--to 
Nature?" NATURE MAGAZINE. November, 1946, Pp. 
457-460, 498. A contrast between Thoreau's Wal- 
den experiment and one by the author in a remote 
section of Costa Rica, 

Thoreau, Henry David, EXCERPTS FROM WORKS OF HENRY 
DAVID THOREAU, Edited by Arthur G. Volkman, 
Wilmington, Deleware: The Archaeological Society 
of Delaware, n.d. llpp. Paper No.f. "The writ- 
ings of Henry David Thoreau, on the amenities of 
collecting Indian relics? 

. UN FILOSOFO EN LOS BOSQUES. Buenos Aires: 
Ediciones Iman, 1937. 263pp. Selections from 
Thoreau's writings and essays on Thoreau by 
Emerson and Waldo Frank, all translated into 

anish by Horacio E, Roque. 
we WALDEN, or LIFE IN THE WOODS. Illustrated 
with 142 Photographs, an Introduction and Inter- 
pretive Comments by Edwin Way Teale. New York: 
Dodd, Mead, 1946. xxv, 386pp. $5.00. 

With fifty or more eaitions of WALDEN having 

poured forth from the presses of the world since 

the first edition of 1854, it would seem pointless 

to devote any space in our bulletin to another edi- 

tion. jsut Mr, Teale has done an exceptional piece 
of work here and it is worthy of all the notice it 
c4n receive. In his Foreword, the editor announces 

that he has tried to produce the WALDEN that “I 

have often looked for for my own library," Evident- 

ly his tastes coincide with those of your reviewer, 

for he has produced just the edition that I have 
long been looking for. I have twenty-five or thir- 
ty editions on my own bookshelves, but I know that 
in the future when I want to read WALDEN for pure 
enjoyment, this is the volume I shali turn to. It 

is also the edition that I shall recommend every 

beginner at Thoreau to turn to. Wore 

Mr. Teale's WALDEN is a beautiful edition and 

a beautiful edition without being precious. ~ 

as sturdy as the character of Thoreau himself, 

printed in a type that is eminently readable. 
bound in a good, sturdy binding that will 

wear and tear, It is annotated with the most 

lucid and stimulating comments that we have yet 

seen, And best of all, Mr. Teale has succeeded in 

illustrating it with photographs that add to rather 

than detract from the text. I have just two exceed- 
ingly minor criticisms, On Page 6, the first edition 
of WALDEN is given incorrectly as 1845, And the 
plates for one or two of the photographs are slightly 
muddy. But aside from this, this is the best edi- 


it is 
It is 
It is 
It is 
stand 


A photograph of Tho- 
reau's Cove on Walden 
Pond, from Mr. Teale's 
edition of Walden. 





tion of WALDEN as yet to appear on the booxstalls., 
It is the edition we have dreamed of and never dared 


hope to see. No matter how many other editions he 


May already own, I hope that every Thoreau lover will 


add this one to his shelves and that he, like a 
Gideonite, will distribute 1t far and wide among his 
friends. I do not very often go all out in praise 
of a new edition of an old classic, put from now on, 
so far as I am concerned, this is the edition of 
WALDEN, 

« The Same, Reviews: Anon, 
vember, 1946; Atkinson, Brooks. NEW YORK TIMES 
January 5, 1947; Babcock, Frederic. CHICAGO 
TRIBUNE. Nov. 24, 1946; Gannett, Lewis. NEW 
YORK HERALD TRIBUNE. Dec. 23, 1946;(with ex- 
cerpts on Thoreau from the reviewer's childhood 
journal); Hansen, Harry. NEW YORK WORLD TELE- 


ANALYSIS. No- 





GRAM. Nov, 26, 1946; Hoagland, Clayton. NEW 
YORK SUN. Dec. 3, 1946; Kane, Henry B. BOSTON 
POST. Dec, 8, 1946; w(heeler), R(uth) W. CON- 


CORD JOURNAL. Nov. 28, 1946; Whicher, George 
F. NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE BOOKS. Dec, 8, 
1946; White, E.B, NEW YORKER. Dec. 28, 19446, 
- WALDEN, New York: Illustrated Modern Li- 
brary, 1946, 39lpp. with an introduction by 
—— Atkinson and illustrations by Charles 
ocke, 

Add to the many new editions of Thoreau's mas- 
terpiece this new volume in the Illustrated Modern 
Library. In binding, in typography, and in handy 
size, this volume is a beauty. Charles Locke's 
illustrations, particularly the twelve full-page 
color reproductions of his oil paintings, are beau- 
tiful beyond question, But would we seem too much 
of a stickler for detail if we Suggested that ap- 
parently Mr. Locke never saw Concord or Walden Pond? 
He represents some beautiful landscapess but they 
are such as @ have never seen in Concord, More ac- 
curate are the nineteen little black-and-white line 
drawings which head the chapters, From them, one 
might get a good picture of the Concord landscape, 
The introduction by Brooks Atkinson is reprinted 
from the earlier Modern Library edition of Thoreau's 
writings, and as we have said before, it is one of 
the best introductions to the Sage of Walden Pond, 
Despite the inaccuracy of the illustrations, this 
is a beautiful edition and will make an excellent 
gift edition for those of your friends who have not 
yet acquired Walden for their library shelves, 


- WHAT I LIVED FOR, New York: Archway Pres 
1946 . 32pp. $2.00. J “a 
8 e volume is a gem for those w - 
lect the really unusual in shavesuriaes. Fig lye 
selection of what is probably the most famous sec- 
tion of Walden, the "I went to the woods ... " 
paragraphs from the second chapter of the book 
They are reproduced in facsimile of the handwriting 
of the noted artist George Salter and illustrated 
with tiny line-drawings by.Mr. Salter. The whole 
is beautifully bound and boxed, Probably nothing 
like this has been done since the days of medieval 
manuscript production. So if you want a really un- 
usual book for your library or if you wish to call 
a friend's attention to what are probably the most 
Significant passages in the whole of Thoreau's mas- 
pe ert gt ng gy = book to purchase, It may be 
om e Archway P 
Pag so aod y Press, 15 East 40th Street, 
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The Thoreau Society is an informal organiza- 
tion of several hundred students and followers of 
the life and works of Henry David Thoreau, Member- 
ship is open to anyone interested, Fees are one 
dollar a year, This bulletin is issued occasional- 
ly, usually quarterly, by the secretary. All the 
material, unlese otherwise assigned, is compiled and 
written by the secretary, 

The officers of the society are Raymond Adans, 
Chapel Hill, N.C., president; Mra, Caleb Wheeler, 
Concord, Mass,, vice-president; and Walter Harding, 
Bridgewater, Mass,, secretary-treasurer, 


Communications concerning the Thoreau Society 
and this bulletin should be addressed to the secre- 
tary: 

Walter Harding 
English Department 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, 








